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AAD Board Votes Massive Structural Reor-
ganization 
The Board of Directors has given the go-ahead 
for a massive structural reorganization of the 
American Academy of Dermatology. As a result , 
the Academy, for the first time, has a full-time 
Executive Director and will set up a permanent 
headquarters office in the Chicago area. 
In a letter to the membership , Rudolf L. Baer, 
M.D., AAD President, announced that Bradford 
W. Claxton, M.Ed. , a highly-trained administrator 
with expertise in planning and implementing con-
tinuing medical education activities, has assumed 
the position of Executive Director. Mr. Claxton 
was formerly Associate Executive Director of the 
9,000-member American College of Chest Physi-
cians. 
To help implement the reorganization, a Site 
Committee of the Board of Directors will find a 
location in the Chicago area for the Academy's first 
permanent headquarters. When the Chicago office 
is ready for occupancy (in late summer or early 
fall), all Academy administrative functions-now 
handled as an adjunct to the Secretary-Treasurer's 
office in Tacoma, Wash.-will be moved to the 
Midwest location. At the same time, the AAD's 
National Program for Dermatology office in Char-
lottesville, Va., will be .phased out, with adminis-
trative activities previously handled by the NPD 
integrated into the new AAD operational structure. 
The Executive Director of the National Program 
for Dermatology, Robert D Hamilton, III , has been 
appointed Associate Executive Director of the 
American Academy of Dermatology and will move 
to Chicago when the permanent headquarters 
office is established. The AAD's Executive Secre-
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tary, Mrs. Betty Suor, will also continue to work 
for the Academy in an executive capacity with her 
major responsibility the management of arrange-
ments for the Annual Meeting. 
Dr. Baer said that "these decisions represent 
important steps in making the Academy a more 
effective organization in dealing with the increas-
ing number of problems facing dermatology as a 
medical specialty and dermatologists as medical 
practitioners. 
"We are responding to the wishes of our mem-
bership to expand the scope of the Academy's 
activities," he added. "All of the structural chan-
ges-including staff expansion and leasing of head-
quarters office space-will be accomplished within 
the current budget allocations." 
The Board of Directors also announced three 
other important actions: . 
A Washington, D.C., representative, Mr. John 
Grupenhoff, has been retained on a consulting 
basis "to keep the Board abreast of developments 
relating to legislative and federal administrative 
proposals and decisions which may affect the 
specialty." 
Plans have been made to expand the time 
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allowed for the First Executive Session at the 
Annual Meeting in San Francisco (Monday, De-
cember 8) "to allow adequate time for the member-
ship to discuss organizational matters. " 
An Executive Committee of the Board of Direc-
tors has been created which , among other things, 
will be responsible for overseeing the Academy's 
new administrative structure . The Executive Com-
mittee is composed of the President, President-
Elect, the Vice-President and the Secretary-
Treasurer, with the Assistant Secretary- Treasurer 
and the Executive Director serving in an ex-officio 
capacity. 
Meet the Executive Director 
Bradford W. Claxton, Executive Director of the 
American Academy of Dermatology, is a New 
Englander who has spent 17 of his 41 years in 
medically-related administrative assignments. At 
the age of 24, when serving as a First Lieutenant 
with the U. S. Army, he became Administrative 
Officer of the Department of Medicine at the U.S. 
Army Hospital at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
After military service, Mr. Claxton spent seven 
years with the William S. Merrell Co. , a phar-
maceutical house where (among other assign-
ments) he worked with various medical and health 
organizations as a Professional Relations Assistant 
and designed and conducted sales training pro-
grams. 
Seven years ago, in 1968, Mr. Claxton joined_ the 
staff of the American College of Chest Physicians 
in Chicago as a coordinator for educational pro-
grams. Within two years' time he was made 
Assistant Executive Director and Director of Con-
tinuing Education. His last assignment with the 
ACCP was as Associate Executive Director, and 
during one 10-month period (in 1973-74) he was 
Acting Executive Director when the physician 
Executive Director was on sabbatical leave . 
Mr. Claxton has a B.S. degree from the Univer-
sity of Maine and a M.Ed. in educational psy-
chology from Temple University in Philadelphia. 
He and his wife , Patricia, have four children and 
live in the Chicago suburb of Northbrook. 
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British Dermatologist Finds Annual Session 
Program Is "Vast and Almost Overdaunting" 
British dermatologist Keith Liddell of the 
Southampton University Hospital Group has ex-
tolled the virtues of the American Academy of 
Dermatology Annual Meeting. Dr. Liddell at-
tended the Chicago meeting under the auspices of 
the AAD's Committee on International Affairs. 
In a letter outlining ·his " impression," Dr. Lid-
dell said: 
"One's first impression is the vastness of the 
meeting and of the tremendous organization and 
paper work which must be necessary to bring such 
a conference together. 
"The scope of the program was vast and almost 
overdaunting and the only disappointing aspect 
was that several of one's special subjects were 
being covered simultaneously. But I quickly devel-
oped the American habit of "lecture jumping." 
This enabled me to hear the first part of a session 
on which I had a special interest and then move to 
another venue. All the sessions gave very compre-
hensive cover to the subject and it seemed to me 
that they were geared to suit the whole audience-
from the expert to the comparative novice on that 
particular topic-a very comforting and reassuring 
technique. 
"Presentation of all sessions was superb-good 
speakers and excellent slides. One aspect which 
amused and intrigued me and which would pro-
duce a mini-riot in England was people in the 
audience suddenly taking photographs of the slides 
on the screen. All the tape recorders were another 
unusual , but patently progressive, feature. The 
Breakfast Informal Discussion Group was another 
new facet, but I don't think it would catch on in 
Britain. I was amazed to find everyone so wide 
awake and simultaneously battling with the prob-
lems of psoriasis and the need for more ketchup on 
the eggs . In such company, one is soon stimulated 
into the discussion despite the hour and one's 
natural British breakfast-time reserve. " 
Dr. Liddell concluded: "Unlike Caesar, I came, I 
saw, and I was conquered. I salute the American 
Academy of Dermatology, its members, and your 
great Country." 
